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The high white grades 31 and above comprised a smaller proportion of the 1978 upland crop than a 
year earlier, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA. These grades 
accounted for about 13 percent of ginnings this season against 22 percent in 1977. Average staple 
length of the 1978 crop was 33.7 thirty-seconds inches compared with 33.6 a year earlier. Average 
mike of this season's crop was 42, down from 44 a year ago. Average fiber strength was 87,900 
pounds per square inch compared with 87,600 in 1977. The supply of upland cotton this season to- 
taled 15.6 million bales, down from 16.7 million a year earlier. 


Staples. Staples 34 and 35 comprised almost 54 percent of upland ginnings this season, the largest 
percentage in these lengths since the crop of 1975. Last season, staples 34 and 35 made up about 
50 percent of ginnings and two years ago a little over 53 percent. Cotton with staple of 36 or 
longer made up less than 10 percent of ginnings this season, the smallest proportion since 1973. 
Cotton stapling 31 or shorter made up a little over 13 percent of ginnings compared with 17 percent 
a year earlier and about 16 percent two years ago. Staples 32 and 33 comprised over 23 percent of 
upland ginnings this season, the largest proportion since the crop of 1965. This compares with 22 
percent last season and 19 percent in 1976. The average staple length of the 1977 crop was 33.7 
thirty-seconds inches compared with 33.6 a year earlier and the same as the 1976 crop. 


Grades. White grades 31 and higher comprised about 13 percent of upland ginnings from the 1978 
crop. This compares with 22 percent in 1977 and 14 percent in 1976. Grade 41 accounted for al- 
most 53 percent of ginnings, the smallest proportion since the crop of 1972. This compares with 
58 percent a year earlier and about 55 percent two years ago. All white grades made up over 69 
percent this season against 71 percent a year earlier and 67 percent two years ago. Light Spotted 
grades comprised almost 28 percent of this season's ginnings, the largest proportion since 1971. 

A year ago the Light Spotted grades made up 26 percent and two years ago made up 22 percent. Spot- 
ted grades made up a little over two percent this season, about the same as the previous season 
but down from almost nine percent two years ago. Below Grade, Tinged and other colored grades 
made up about one percent of 1978 ginnings compared with less than one percent last season and two 
percent two years ago. 


Upland supply. This season's supply of upland cotton (August 1, 1978 carryover plus 1978-crop gin- 
nings) totaled 15,574,000 running bales, down from 16,691,000 a year earlier. The predominant 
staple length in the supply was staple 35, accounting for 4,401,000 bales (28 percent) in 1978 and 
5,293,000 bales (32 percent) in 1977. Predominant grade was grade 41 at 4,959,000 bales.(32 per- 
cnet) in 1978 and 4,672,000 bales (28 percent) in 1977. The staple distribution showed 2,051,000 
bales were staples 31 and shorter, 3,844,000 were staples 32 and 33, 8,305,000 were staples; 34 and 
35, and 1,374,000 bales were staple 36 or longer in 1978. This compares with 2,675,000, 3,641,000, 
8,581,000 and 1,794,000 bales, respectively, in the 1977 upland supply. Grade distribution showed 
10,665,000 bales in the white grades this season compared with 11,708,000 a year earlier. 


Table 1. Upland cotton in the United States, ginnings and supply, a 


by staple groupings, 1974-1978 mp 
Season ptaple ; = 
ae Shorter than 32 32 and 33 34 and 35 36 and longer All 
beginning Davcant s Percent ‘ Percent : Percent | staple 
Appa Quanta) of total ESA Ofstotar eee aa of total SEES of total] lengths 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales 
Ginnings 
1974 1,190 1l L526 10 7,210 66 TP cRIee 13 11,240 
1975 1,674 21 905 11 4,496 55 1,023 13 8,098 
-1976 15637 16 1,950 19 5,478 55 1,249 12 10,284 
1977 25370 oy, 3,058 22 6,960 50 Loe al 13,909 
1978 aye 1305 13 2,441 25 5,641 54 1,004 10 10,459 
Supply 
1974 Di 1S 14 1,959 a 9,142 62 1702 at 14,927 
1975 2,al7 17, 1,694 13 15029 58 1,671 12 IESE! 
1976 2,140 16 2,520 18 Wo oey) 54 1,590 12 Ns}. VASW) 
1977 2, 675 16 3,641 22, 8,581 5 EL T94e 4 i 16,691 
Be ree 844 25 BOR S373 TA 
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Table 9. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
this season and last season, by states 1/ 


Grade reductions 







State Grass Bark Other causes Total reductions 
1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 
Fee. FCG. Pct. PCC. Pet. PCr. Pct. Pees 
North Carolina Laos © 5.9 * Orel * * 72 6.9 
South Carolina iver 6.5 0.6 133 * ~ eo 7.8 
Georgia a2 5.8 eee O..2 0.1 * 9.0 6.0 
Alabama 365 4 ok eo 0.3 * * Dae 4.4 
Mississippi 6.2 8.1 Oe O55 * * 853 8.6 
Tennessee 327 3.9 1.6 Les * Ov ee def 
Missouri O25 Lees eo * * * ie Le 
Arkansas 3.5 5.6 0.8 0.3 * Oe 4.3 6.0 
Louisiana 6.2 eo Le? 0.4 * * 7.9 5329 
Oklahoma 1.4 9.9 15.7 Le * * biol 32°36 
Texas 363 1.4 ee. 24 * * 5.0 16.8 
New Mexico Lae 0.4 2.9 1441 0.2 * aed te.) 
Arizona 129 ee) 4.8 6.4 9.2 OF 6.9 8.0 
California 2.9 229 O54 ays Ol 0.1 3.4 4.4 
Other 4.9 7.4 5. 4 269 > - 10.3 Liye 
United States Bee) one Dae en Onl * Bl LONIZ 
1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
Table 10. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States 
b ade and staple 1/ 
ne 3 Total Crop 
Staple Code PLOT] ey 978 AL : 1977 1978 |. 1977} 1978 
Grade Bales Bales Pot. Pet. Bales Bales Pct; Pct. 
il: (10) = - - - ~ - 
2 (20) - ~ ~ - 116 224 Ont 0.2 
a (30) 36 20 0.8 O32 16,901 for 15 8.4 
4 (40) 501 384 Lis 3A 68,983 39,519 63.5 43.9 
5 (50) L204 25102 28.9 21 16,168 oF 42 14.9 30.5 
6 (60) 15292 3,605 202 36.44 3, 675 9,142 aaa 10.2 
L (70) 647 1,921 14.6 19.3 Lao) 3,336 Li Sak 
8 (80) 450 1,091 16.1 10.9 988 EEGs i 0.9 1.9 
9 (90) 156 497 355 as0 366 650 035 0.7. 
10 (00) 6 348 dee 3D 146 473 0 .uk 0.5 
Total 4,442 9,968 100.0 100.0 108,798 90,018 100.0 100.0 
Staple 
40 and shorter 6 ~ 0.1 s— 6 - * - 
42 492 848 Eva Sa 1,904 1,338 1.8 1.5 
44 25323 5, 505 a2 eo ee? 50,954 19,905 46.8 oak 
46 1,614 3,565 36.3 35.8 55,927 68,775 51.4 76.4 
48 and longer 7 - 0.2 - 7 - = 
Total 4,442 9,968 100.0 100.0 108,798 90,018 100.0 100.0 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 11. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginned 
in the United States, this season and last season, by states 1/ 











State 
£ United States 








Readings Texas New Mexico Arizona 
L977 1978 1977 1978 1979s 2|. 1978 1977 1978 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 

24 and below - 0.1 ~ - = eS es * 
25 ~ 0.1 ~ - - - ~ 0.1 
26 ~ 0.2 ~ - ~ - ~ 0-1 
ad 0.2 0.9 0.3 0.4 * - Od: Os 
28 0.1 ed 0.9 1.0 * 0.1 0.4 0.6 
29 0.8 Que ee) 1.9 0.2 0.2 O85 er 
30 0.8 3 2.1 0 0.6 0.6 0.7 295 
31 1.6 6.9 383 RS 1.0 0.9 1.3 338 
32 Zvd 9.0. 5.0 Avg Le4 135 iG 4.6 
33 255 8.8 5.0 Dias 2.0 1.9 2.4 4.6 
34 et Lee Bel Sin2 340 226 Bad 6.5 
33 6.7 10.8 13.8 LO a 6.3 Jah 6.8 9.0 
36 8.7 12.0 11.6 16.6 8.2 9.2 8.5 10.6 
37 ane 8.5 Tree 9.1 10.2 10.1 10.6 one 
38 12.8 9.3 10.6 1B)57 14.9 14.0 14.0 Law. 
39 13.6 Ape Heo 6.7 13.4 127 Ra ee 8.9 
40 22 3.4 7.5 30 1345 14.0 4. 207 9.6 
41 9.2 ie 6.9 2.8 9.5 952 os 6.0 
42 6.6 Lo Lo oe 2 ole 8.9 J a2 6.0 
43 a2 0.7 fe Oy 4.0 3.6 3.6 263 
44 1.9 0.4 ed 0.7 2.6 2a oa 1.6 
45 Joel: * - - 0.8 0.8 0.9 O29 
46 0.3 % - ~ Ore Oo. One 0.1 
47 0.1 * - - 0.1 O31 0.1 O21 
48 = ee id 8 s 
49 * = a = = ie * rs 
50 and above - - ~ = = = ~ = 
Total 10070. 100.0%%.100.0 #10070 . 100.0 . 100.0" +100.0 10070 
Average mike 38 35 36 36 39 38 38 37 





i/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 12. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified grades, 
by seasons, 1967-1978 1/ 


Season 


Scene 1967] 1968] 1969] 1970] 1971] 1972] 1973] 1974] 1975] 1976] 1977] 1978 
White: Pet. | Pct? Pct 2. Pet. Pee.) Pots) * Pct.) Poti Pct. Pct....Pct.— Pet. 
21 & higher PMC haw Ne moe ie eee eo ie 
30 * * * * * * * * * * 0.5 ‘Giack 
31 18.8 16:4 14.4 416.4 1207 Blo) Ye.1 712.2 18.1 ¥3o2"20% 12.6 
40 13. 1. 7 0.8 ee ee es a ee oes 7 
41 33.7 38.5 38.0 34.0 33.3 32.3 38.9 37.7 30.0 36.4 28.9 34.4 
50 1.7 2:0 1.7f01.1 C102 1050 7.48020 Ms “22 “302 “805 
Pen ower 786 11.8 12,60.17.7 %600 24821 15.4290.3. 14.0 10.5 10.8 913.8 
Light Spotted: 

ace igher 024 oz2@ 0.18 *) be r *) ‘G.i8*0.1 coms 
32 $902 983% S.1NR9.1 482 3678 7.62-I2\6 5.4 sez i1of0Nes.0 
42 H1g4 12928 13.98.13.6 388 1397@ 10.42-82.1, 13.7 11.7 12.5 16.6 
52 313 2006 5.50.8.6 Doll 6828 3.98.56. 5.7 4.4 3.6 0686.1 
Spotted: 5.2 "ge 3:7 Sei SE i584) lea Coun e Cp een noe ke 


Other colored 2/ Zoe ifte 2.89.00 1 Lif 86384 sO eee. Gi cO) weet) wep 0.9 


Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1/ Data for 1978 are preliminary. 

2/ Includes Below Grade. 

* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 13. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified staples, 
by seasons, 1967-1978 1/ 


Shania Season 

1967} 1968{| 1969} 1970} 1971} 1972] 1973] 1974] 1975| 1976| 1977| 1978 

Pete Petr pect...  2ct., Pet. Pct Pct. eect... cc. Pet. Peta fcc. 
26 & shorter * * Orn * 0.1 * * * * * * * 
28 0.6 Oct Ws 0.4 0.6 0.1 0.2 OzF 0.8 OR 0.1 0.1 
29 4.6 Del on 3a 3.3 ded 1.9 0.6 3.6 0.8 0.4 0.8 
30 10.6 720 6-4 10.4 Oo 6.1 9.6 3.8 Jed died Goh 4.0 
BL fog 6.9 Sake 5.8 5.1 O50. tee2 6.1 8.6 Oe 8.3 
32 Dead Tite 5.6 O52 3.1 3 a 8.8 5.3 6.4 Boge 1? se eid 
33 O37. 8 ek Or ek ee rs POs 6.7 oe 4st ahs 9 deel. 7 
34 28%7.).26.0* 3150. 3726 22570 ed) eae ee Ole eae ee en 
35 23.0" 26.4 28.9 19.9 32.80 28.7 (2564) AG.2) 36.4) 28 ie ote 288 
36 & longer IOS 2h eo. 6.9 7 «Peake e3 Gere .0 i201 Oo LUC 9.6 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


1/ Data for 1978 are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 14. Average staple length, by states, United States, 
S-year averages, 1948-77 and by seasons, 1974-1978 1/ 





NG 33.0 Oo CS 33.6 34.2 So Oise 3G OF aa) 9 BA, 9 13563 
Shc. D250 3229 33.4 Bo.0 34.5 BORO a5. 0 f 34.0 Fes seo 3 S051 
Ga. 5 256: a2 S39 aL aoe SOs Sik Med. 0 F 34,0 636.6 (34.0 7 3465 
Fla. 33.0 See, 320 a3<0 Bad - Sn dem Oo) = ~ 7 
Ala. 5270 ab Vac oot S aoe Boe Sora ete toe arora et 
Miss. 34.0 Bo. 33.8 34.1 34.6 34.5 34.7 34.7% 34.04134.8 3404 
Tenn. 33.1 ae E 3356 33:8 S39 Gono 83454. 134.19 9735.69 9376 9933.7 
Mo. B35 35450 3358 34.0 34.4 S4555 gor 94.6 34.3 34:4 9 34.7 
Ark. 3362 33.3 35-0 34.1 3450 84,6) 34.9 3477 34.2 34.8 34.5 
La 3320 3220 33.6 SoG 34.3 S425 (3456 34.7 = 34.1, 284.7 3493 
Okla. 2G 29.5 30.8 30.5 aL Bet GMO Eats) (ShsGoe Solwte eaten. ose 
Tex. 30.0 30.6 lene 30.8 oAa 0 bie 6 Meee el 310) Poles ~ 31l. Smee. LE 
N. MoM. Sa oe 34.6 some 32150 3308 Oo aan oe Os eS es aD) i) Bee 
Ariz. Boece Gon) 330/ 33.6 34.2 34.6 34.7 S447) 13457." 34.9 34.5 
Calif. 3 20 See 34.1 34.5 2308 SOMO es eee ast OD ee, Rise 4 pea) 
U. §&. Bees Oa D2a0 a269 DFP Boe B62 34.8) sila goo+8 oe! 


1/ Averages calculated on numerical equivalents of the staple length designations; for 
example, 29/32" = 29. 
* Preliminary. 
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Table 15. Average staples of carryover, crop and supply of upland cotton, 1955-1978 


Caae Average staples voce Average staples © 
Carryover Crop | Supply Carryover | Crop | Supply 
3 


1955 Seng S20 32.4 1970 34.0 eau 30 
1956 O2e2 eh 32.4 LoFL 34.2 33.8 3979 
1957 OZ eK 3250 8223 LOZ 33.4 365 aoe 
LOSS ae 32.8 wees 1973 ores at 35a 
1959 Blea B2nc Sead 1974 ok 34.2 Sone 
1960 33.0 aoe O2a0 1975 Sau oo 20 ID e6 
1962 odo ee 3360) 1976 eee) ay 33.7 
1962 See S250 Soe L977 5200 Sou ose 
1963 Lee Oct S208 1978%* 34.0 334/ 53.0 
1964 IL iia 32.6 
1965 32.4 S20ic S200 
1965": O2eu 3o.20 32.4 
1967 32.1 33.4 32.6 
1968 See 3349 33.4 
Loo 33.8 33.5 33.6 


en ee ne ee eee 
* Preliminary. 
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Estimated grade and staple of American Pima cotton ginned in the United States 
1978 crop 1/ 










40. and All staples 


shorter 


ee ee | ee er ee a ee een NAM eeEN Wy By ee fe, ge a 
1 (10) = = = x = me _ z 
2 (20) - ~ 119 105 ~ - 224 0.2 
3 (30) - 89 2,255 5232 - - 7516 8.4 
4 (40) - 89 6,012 33,418 ~ - 39,519 43.9 
5 (50) - 43 4,279 23,099 - - ZU a2E 3025 
6 (60) - 11 3,677 5,454 - - 9,142 1032 
7 (70) - 78 2ei 24 1,134 -% E - 3,336 Sal 
8 (80) - 474 927 276 - - 1,677 1.9 
9 (90) = 316 311 23 . Es 650 0.7 

10 (00) 238 201 34 - - 473 0.5 

All grades - 1,338 19,905 68,775 - - 90,018 2/ 100.0 

Percent - 1.5 22.1 76.4 ~ - 100.0 

1/ Preliminary. Average grade. .... 4.6 

2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. Average staple... . 45.5 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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